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The advantages of commercial docks are so numerous and important
to this country, that it is quite unnecessary to enumerate them. All
mercantile men have long considered them wanted by us, and their
non-existence has frequently subjected the merchant to much inconve-
nience, and occasioning loss of trade, and thence also & corresponding
loss of profit to the neighbourhood in which they might be made. The
projectors of the Wet Docks at Liverpool, in 1708, (which were the
first ever made in this kingdom,) would have been deemed extravagant
enthusiasts, or arrant impostors, had they promised to the subscribers a
hundredth part of the advantages which have arisen from that un-
'h'tlk'lﬂ!.

Nevertheless, since that period, the dock duties in Liverpool have
increased from little more than £800 to £230,000 per annum. In the
reign of Charles the Second, it is stated, there were 15 boats at that
port, the burthen of which amounted to 2560 tons. In the reign of
Queen Anne their vessels had increased to 170, In 1756 the dock
does only amounted to £2,200. In 1801 they increased to £28,000,
and in 1850 they were £230,000; so that it is now, for commercial
purposes, the second port in the united kingdom. Yet, although the
situation of Liverpool secures to it important advantages, in many
particulars it is inferior to the position of Langstone, near Portsmouth.
Itis & well-known fact, that for want of dry docks in the neighbour-
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hood of Portsmouth, many vessels have been prevented from obtaining

the necessary repairs they required, and were obliged mostly to go to

Southampton or London. Under all these considerations the consent

of the Admiralty has been obtained to embank in & portion of the mud

lands on the Hayling Island side of the main channcl, leading from

the entranec of Langstone Harbour towards the bridge, by which the

present channel will be considerab t?:]mpnnud and widened, for the

passage of vessels from the mouth of the harbour to Langstone quay ;

and to form a railway on the whole line of embankment 1o the entrance

of the harbour, where wet, dry, and timber docks, with requisite ware-
houses, wharfs, and cranes for discharging gools, way be erected

abrenst of Sinah Lake, contignous to the new buoildings on the south
beach of Hayling Island. The projeetors of the undertaking have

already secured the mud lands by a grant from the lord of the manor;

and are willing to transfer to a company the whole of the land enelosed,

comtaining about one thousand acres, which will embrace the whole

frontage adjoining the main channel of the harbour, on the same terms

as thoy are taken, without premium ; and they are desirous of entering
int a contract for including the purchase of any other land required,
all claims for compensation, to obtain an Act of Parliament ot their:
own cxpense, and to complete the embankment and mailway from
Havant Station to Sinah Lake, to the satisfaction of the company’s
engineer, within two years from the commencement of the work, and

also to keep the whole in repair for twelve months after complotion,

for the sum of eighty thousand pounds, and to subseribe for shaves 1o

the amount of ten thousand pounds in the undertaking. -

The eustoms dutics received at Portsmouth in the 1850 were
£50,426 ls. 5d., and the duties received on the a Frinu-nulf,- :
during the same period, amounted to £11,377 2a. dd. :

Southampton in March, 1852, was fixed upon as the port nfunn.l
and departure for the East India and China Mails. - Practical CX peri-
ence shows that a site like Langstons would form mi'u:tnnmtpuﬂrl:rf
London, and that ships 131:3; in Langstone Harbour would, to all in-
tents and purposes, ose to the business portion of the City of
London, as if thoy were lying at Blackwall. No docks at o greater
distance will, however, accommodate the London traffic, and it s
wurthy of notico that no steam ships landing and embarking moails at
Plymouth can, for varions reasons, ever remain there to complete their
business, but are compelled to proceed to London, there to discharge '
and - receive their cargoes, having to encounter all the delay, dl.ngm' 1
and expence of Channel and Thames navigation.

 The inducements to shipowners and merchants to adopt Ll.npllna
are of the strongest possible nature, for not only are the woll-known
perils of the Channel allogether avoided, but the saving on & voyage
up and down Channel, a distance of 300 miles each way, would be on
a vessel of 150 toms £59 16s. 6d., of 300 tons £101 2s. 0d., of 600
tons £228 18e. Gd., and on one of 1060 tons £358 16s. 0d., exclusive
of, tha saving of insurance, the .diffcrence of port clu.rgl.'.u, pilotage,
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light dues, seamen’s wages, and various otber items of expamlimn
familiar to every merchant and shi 2

In consequence of the great increase of merchant traffic on the
Southern Coast, and of the appropriation of Portsmouth Harbour to
Naval purposes, and necessity having thus pointed to make Langstone
Harbour available, advantages of no ordinary character have been
foand in depth of water and security as contrasted with others. Amn
enemy might destroy the shipping in Shoreham Harbour without diffi-,
culty, whereas Cumberland Fort already guards the entrance of Lang-
stone Harbour on the Portsmouth side and a martello tower on the
Elyhnga ¢ in communication with the fort about to ba built on the:

ds, would render the entrance of a hostile force a hazardous
enterprise. “I'hese are important advantages; Langstone will be se-
eured by the national defences of the country.

This conelusion is confirmed by the evidence given by his Grace the
lste Duke of Wellington, before the Shipwreck Commission of 1843,
wherein his Grmce stated “ That it was important to the navigation of
this country that every means should be adopted to preserve and im-.

the natural harbours of the country ;" and by the following ex-
tract from the first Report of the Tidal Harbours' Commission, as
presented to both Houses of Parliament, by command of her Majeaty,
wherein: the commissioners say :—* They cannot close their report
without expressing; in the strongest terms, their conviction that im-
medinte: measures for detailed inquiry and local examination into tho
state anud condition of overy port and navigable river of the United
Kingdom are indispensably necessary, with a view to a thorough super-
intendence ; and when they consider the great want of accossible har-
bours along the whole of the consts of your Majesty's dominions, more:
HPECi-I.uj" when the oxtended uso of steam navigation points to such:
great -changes in | maritime affairs, whereby every sheltered croek -is
Iﬂy to fbecome of value; and when they consider that by the im«.
of our tidal harbours your Majesty's benoficent intontions
for the. of the lives and property of a large class of your '
Majesty’s subjects may be best fulfilled, they earncstly trust .that no -
minor: consideration may be allowed to impede the secomplishment of
objects ofisuch national importance.” -
1A -distingwishing. feature of Langstone Harboar in a nantical point
of wirwy ik its close contiguity to Spithead, the celebrated
betwedn- the ds=lo of Wight and the const of Hampshire. capable of
receiving, with care, more-than a thousand 'sail of. shipping. Theru
are however other considerations in favour of Langstonc.

~Itizwell known that in: time of war, the invention of steam fnms f
nesw and- serious arm of strength for considerntion. - The navigation of
the: onrrow seas, commonly called tho Straits of Dover, would then be
extremely hazardous, unless all merchant vessels were anccompanied by
a steam-bont, which: might not- then be sufficient for their protection,
howewér active our officers might bo.  During the war which termine
ated cinlighe peacd of Utrecht, the privatecrs .of ilankirk took 1614
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ships from England, valued at £1,334,875. Tho secarity of the pro-
‘pesed docks from an epemy is, therefore, obvious. - .+ -

- On-the whole' Southern Coast, from the Land’s End to lhaﬂum,
Ingﬂmu.fnrﬂmn reasons, adapted to form he best harbour fer
mercantile purposes ; its proximity to Spithead, the great naval depot
of Portsmouth, the unequalled excellence of its anchorage, the capacity
of its basin, the case and salety with which, after the improvementsin
contemplation have been carried ount, it will be eatered by vessels of

any ‘all these establish its nawtical superiority, while, with
London only distant 66 miles from thudmhtuhmndn, lnphlanm-
munication is insured by railway or canal.

iSuccessive administrations from the time of Hr Huh:mmm[
nized the importance of establishing at & point of the soathern eoast of

land, within an eligible distance of the Metropolis, a harbour with
and warehonses for bonding merchandize, whereby all vessels
from the westward Im!htureth&ﬂnll and expence of a voyage ap
Uhannel, and avoid the risk to which that tedious and dangerous navi-
" gation mecessarily exposes them. The political considerations which
originally suggested the formation of such a harbour, are of course in-
finitely strengthened . by the revolution effected in naval warfare
through the ageney of steam ; while the vastly improved: modes of
~tramgit between London and the provinces, invest such an undertaking
o mwith s commereial importance, which could not have been previously
andi¢ipated. | . Langstone Harbour is just in this position; but lms
hitherto been left as nature formed it If stronger proof  were neces-
. e absolute necessity of forming docks there, it is to be found
in l:'lch;b re]lﬁH 'b Hr Tu of the Underwriters' Room |uiln;dn,
- dhat s and casualties to shipping,
: mﬁdmh-mmmmd I:-ahmn Dungeness and London, during
period of eighteen months, from January, 1849, to June, Hﬁﬂ. uulu-
- mive, although-he states it to be impossible to come 10 a preeise: know-
: '‘oft the' total extént, owing to the numerous vessels which are

“lost. on I.I:m Goodwin and adjacent sands with all on board.
“But ﬁa%mmy of property lost, in that period, to amount
1o between, attended by the sacrifice .of a
great number of lives, His nlgmtmwlhnwlhammnl
mﬂmd‘pmﬁymmﬂ Islo of Wight and the Thames,
-and which would be avoided by homeward boond ships dischurging in
“local docks, besides the saving that would be effected in the rate’ of
insurance, time occupied between the Island and London, and the extra
cost of wages, provisions, and incidental expences. Another interest-
ing document ja added . by him, being an. abatract of, the loss of: ship-
. .ping and lifa batween the Isle of Wight and Loadon. for. the seven

years [rom 1837 10 1843 inclusive, by which it appears that durin
ﬂmtparm:l 499 vessels lost anchors aod eables, were partially d.lam-hg
- by, bad wenther, or being run foul of, or pustained other damage, 560
veasels teok the ground, but got off again, 260 vessels entirely wreeked
whmﬂnhﬂhmmmﬂwmm b6 vessels
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were fotally lost with all or several of the crews or passengers, the

total number of casualties being 1875; During the first six monthsef
850, it appears that no less than eight veasels have been lost between

Loodoo aad the Lsle of Wight with all on board, and the number of
lives so sacrifiend i3 estimated at little short of 500. These are im-
mm[mm,ﬂl w&lm show the necessity of -establishing & har-
by which thoy be avoided,—indeed, by which thia loss of

life and property may be all saved.

Though it ‘is .impossible to approximate to an accurate cstimate of
the proportion.of: trade likely to be secured to Langstone, yet it must
ba evident that much of it must be secured, and that even a fractional

of it slone would constitute m very extensive business. But it
will be apparent that a large proportion must be concentrated at Lang-
‘stove Docks, when it is considered that a great portion of the goods
imported is boused and bonded for exportation—that such goods ecan-
not be deposited so advantageously as at Langstone, and that thence
werchandize may be re-shipped and dispatched to sea more BFI;“'
cand st for less expence than from any other part of the

Sinca this paper was completed, we are glad to find that the good
people.of Portsmouth bave discovered the real position of their bar-
bour with reference to commercial enterprise, and finding it. hopeless,

. from the requirements of the country, to avail themselves of it; have
surned the tide of their patronage and sopport to the Hayling Docks,
-We read the following in the Hants Telegraph of lnst week :— '

Philosophical Society.—Last evening o ¥ d by Mr. Ficch
: uﬂmﬂﬁﬁ" oun the mﬁm by which Enﬂ m!:e mﬁm whih ]‘whlnuﬂ
. miiy be benefited by acquiring a commereial character.”  Severl retmurkable
inetancs wery from ancient and modern history of the elevated position
which gities and towns have attamed as the result of commercial e enterprise ;
the fovourable position of Portsmouth was pointed out, and the li:nl]nn-rng
fuestion was Eu.'upmd fur d..uu-un If the chief obstacle to its neguirement
~of n commercial character consists in the fl'l:l that Portsmouth is o naval urse-
~ pal, may ot the advantages be secured by the formation of docks in Lang-
" witme Harbour. - Mr. Fincham submitted to the meeting a plan which be hud
+ devised for the accomplishment of MW Extracts were then read from
| w publication recently issued, which stated, on the authority of Sir John Ren-
-mie ahd other eminent Government mgmnu'l, that Langstone Harbour is
. capable of being made u safe resort for werchant vessels, and o valuable ney-
lgm barbour for ships of war, protected by ﬂuml:ulud Fort.— Hampehire
ﬁﬁ:pn@.h ard FLhru.ury

+“With the latter part of this argument we by no means agree, seeing
ﬁn.l:.nur men-ofswar have asylam enough already ; and we recommend
ithe friends of the design to stick to their merchant ships, and have
mothing to do with the bulky vessels of war,—which imleeﬂ are not
i 1-3 ely to have anything to do with them. -
But on the whole the foregoing is & sensible view of the subject,
nn:l if we are not mistaken Portsmouth will gnin greatly by it. - For
our own part, as mere uncoticerned’ spectalors ‘of these matters, ex-

cepling inasmuch as the advantage of the country is mune:rnad, wo
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look on the whole undertaking as one of the most desimble sehemes,
vel devised.  When complete, the harbour will possess extraordinary.
facility of sccess and egress, the intricate and dangerous navigation
tothe Eastward will be entirely avoided by it, a capacious asylum of
triade will be opened in & most advantageous position, from whepee,
vissgls may be at sea in the very middle of the Channel within iwo or|
three bours free from all the dangers of narrow navigation ; and from:
its central position on the coast, foreign produce by means of the rail|
would thence flow at once into the very heart of the country. Wa!
mu.mlj wish the umlurl.l.'li.m; that success which in every point--u-f
view it so justly merits,

It is no doubt on account of its great advantages ihat woe fi ml Il.hl
seheme has met with the support of his Grace the Duke of Richmond,
aud of Naval Officers high in official position as well a2 some influen-
tial civil suthorities at Portamouth and Chichester. el
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